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Presentation overview 

1. TEEB & The TEEB for Water and 
Wetlands Project 

2. Water and wetlands: what 
benefits do we derive and what 
do we risk losing? 

3. Measuring to manage better 

4. Integrating the values of water 
and wetlands into decision 
making 

5. Recommendations: 
Transforming our approach to 
water and wetlands 
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ñPotsdam Initiative ï Biological Diversity 2010ò  

1) The economic significance of the global loss of biological diversity  

 Importance of recognising, demonstrating & responding to values of nature 

Engagement: ~500 authors, reviewers & cases from across the globe 

Interim Report  
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Books 

TEEB  studies       The 

Netherlands, Germany,  

Nordics, Norway, India, Brazil  

TEEBõs Genesis, Aims and progress 

http://www.teebweb.org/ForLocalandRegionalPolicy/tabid/1020/Default.aspx
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781849712514/
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Paper citation: Full Report: Russi D., ten Brink P., Farmer A., Badura T., Coates D., Förster J., Kumar R. 
and Davidson N. (2013). The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity for Water and Wetlands. IEEP 
London, Brussels.  
 
Executive Summary: ten Brink P., Russi D., Farmer A., Badura T., Coates D., Förster J., Kumar R. and 
Davidson N. (2013) The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity for Water and Wetlands. Executive 
Summary.  
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¢ƘŜ άƴŜȄǳǎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ  ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
fundamental relationships  - and increasing challenges - for society. 

Biodiversity and particularly wetland ecosystems are increasingly 
understood to be at the core of this nexus. 

Water security is a major and increasing concern in many parts of the 
world, including both the availability (including extreme events) and 

quality of water. 

2. Water and wetlands: what benefits do we derive and what do 
we risk losing? 
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sediment 

transfer 

Global and local water cycles are 
strongly dependent on wetlands. 

Wetlands & Water Cycle  

Without wetlands, the water 
cycle, carbon cycle, and nutrient 
cycles would be significantly 
altered, mostly detrimentally. 

Yet policies and do not take into 
account these interconnections 
and inter-dependencies 
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Wetlands & ecosystem services 

Å Wetlands are solution to water 
security. 
 
ÅThey provide multiple ecosystem 

services supporting water security as 
well as offering many other benefits 
and values to society and the economy.  
 
ÅMeeting sustainable water 

management objectives cost 
effectively via wetland ecosystem 
services. 
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Nutrient cycling/clean 
water 
Sanitation; Drinking water Water quality 

Nutrient cycling 
/clean water 

Waste water treatment 

Clean water 
Cities using PAs to provide water 

 

Water availability 
Use  by economic activity 
Household consumption 

Water scarcity 
Conflicts 

Water availability �t 
mitigating extremes 

Water availability 
Land affected by 

desertification 

Water 
availability 
Soil moisture 
 

Climate 
Regulation 
Extent of carbon storage 
vulnerable to water 
insecurity 

Sediment 
transfer 

Hydropower 

Crop water productivity 
Area water-

logged/salinised 


